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The Leaders in Indigenous Medical Education (LIME) Network invites you to participate in LIME Connection IV.
LIME Overview
The Leaders in Indigenous Medical Education (LIME) Network is a Medical Deans Australia and New Zealand (MDANZ) Project hosted by the Onemda VicHealth Koori Health Unit within the Melbourne School of Population Health at the University of Melbourne, sponsored by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing. 

The LIME Network is a dynamic network dedicated to the development, delivery and evaluation of high quality and effective Indigenous health content in medical education. 
The project encourages and supports collaboration within and between medical schools in Australian and New Zealand. It seeks to build multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral linkages and provide quality review, professional development, capacity-building and advocacy functions. LIME also furthers best practice in the recruitment and retention of Indigenous medical students. 
The LIME Network recognises and supports the primacy of Indigenous leadership and knowledge.

connection Information
The fourth biennial LIMECONNECTION will be held in Aotearoa/ New Zealand from 29 November – 1 December 2011, including a pre-Connection caucus. This year’s Connection will focus on Medical Education for Indigenous Health: Building the Evidence Base. Specifically, the Connection will address leading approaches to the inclusion of Indigenous health into medical education and will showcase the growing body of evidence illustrating the effects of medical education on Indigenous health outcomes. 

The Connection will provide an opportunity to discuss and critique current practices and explore emerging tools and techniques to drive improvement in outcomes for Indigenous health, and aims to encourage information sharing, professional development, capacity-building and networking amongst peers. 

Keynote speakers include experts in Indigenous health and medical education from Australia, New Zealand and further afield. The target audience includes Indigenous and non-Indigenous medical educators, Indigenous health specialists, medical specialists, policy makers, students and community members. The LIMECONNECTION seeks to support collaboration between medical schools and to build linkages with those from other health disciplines. The conference also hosts the LIMElight Awards, which acknowledge and celebrate the many current successes in Indigenous medical education.

LIMECONNECTION IV is being hosted by The University of Otago and is held under the auspices of Medical Deans Australia and New Zealand, the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association (AIDA) and Te Ohu Rata O Aotearoa (Te ORA) Māori Medical Practitioners Association of Aotearoa. Keynote speakers include experts in medical education and Indigenous health from Australia, New Zealand and elsewhere.

Call For Papers
The LIME Network is now seeking abstracts for oral and poster presentations which highlight Indigenous medical education and health initiatives. The LIME Connection Abstracts Committee will consider project case studies, research and discussion papers that provide an opportunity for participants to discuss and share the unique challenges and opportunities faced in the teaching and learning of Indigenous health in medical education.
Abstracts relating to the conference topics of interest are sought. Topics include, but are not limited to:
· Recruitment, retention and support of Indigenous students in medical programs 
· Teaching and learning - curriculum design and implementation, assessment and evaluation. 

· Partnerships, placements and community engagement 
· Clinical and vocation training 
· Cultural competency and safety
In addition to the broad topics listed above, abstracts about research and projects across all areas of Indigenous medical education are being sought. We encourage submissions from a wide spectrum of those involved in Indigenous medical education including medical researchers and educators, masters and PhD students, Indigenous health and community workers, and medical students.  

 

All abstracts will be peer reviewed by the LIME Connection Abstracts Committee. Priority will be given to submissions that present original research, innovative methodologies and critical thinking. All successful abstracts will be published in the conference program and will be available on the LIME Network website.

 

Oral or poster* presentation submissions must be made via an abstract of no more than 250 words.

Please note: The LIME Network Project intends to compile, from selected presentations at the conference a special edition of a Journal. If you would like your paper to be considered for this publication please indicate this on the submission template. In order to be considered, a penultimate version of your paper must be provided to LIME Network at the time of the conference.  

All abstracts must be completed via the LIME Connection Abstract Submission Form included in this document, and submitted electronically via the LIME Network website at: http://limenetwork.net.au/content/call-papers by 27th May 2011. 

If you are unable to do so please contact Caitlin Ryan, LIME Project Officer, via lime-network@unimelb.edu.au, or +61 3 8344 0828.

Abstract submission process and guidelines
Process 
Abstracts will go through the following process: 

· All abstracts must be completed via the LIME Connection Abstract Submission Form, and submitted electronically via the LIME Network website at: http://www.limenetwork.net.au/content/call-papers by 27th May 2011. 
· All abstracts will be reviewed by the LIME Abstracts Committee, which is comprised of members of the LIME Connection Committee. The Committee may accept the abstract as a different form of presentation (e.g. as a poster rather than paper presentation).

· Acceptance of an abstract will be based on the degree to which the abstract meets the aims of the conference.

· All abstracts will be considered on the basis of the merit of the individual submission and will be assessed according to the following criteria: 

· Relevance to conference theme and learning objectives addressed

· Importance of presentation topic
· Relevance of content to audience
· Abstracts submitted by Indigenous presenters or co-presenters will be prioritised

· Abstracts with a clear evidence base will be prioritised 
· Authors will be notified of their abstract results by 24 June 2011.

· All accepted abstracts will be published in the conference program and on the conference website.

· Presenters must be registered for the conference when confirming their acceptance.

Guidelines:

· We require confirmation of successful applicants’ acceptance of the presentation offer. Presenters must have registered and payed to attend the conference by 26 August 2011. Payment of reduced rate speaker registration is a condition of presenting at the conference: please register on the website to obtain the early bird/ speaker rate available. Please note that presenters are responsible for their own travel to and from the Connection, but LIME Network secretariat staff will be available for assistance and recommendations when booking flights and accommodation.

· The paper must be presented by the specified presenting author(s) except in an emergency situation, such as illness, where an alternative speaker can be nominated.

· The first author (as given on the abstract submission form) will be the main contact for any correspondence.

· The LIME Connection Abstracts Committee reserves the right to accept or refuse any paper or poster.

· The LIME Connection Committee will allocate a session time or presentation type for submissions, which may vary from the author’s indication on the submission form.

· The acceptance of an abstract does not imply funding by the Connection organisers.

Conflict of Interest

The LIME Connection Abstracts Committee requests that those submitting an abstract disclose any potential conflict of interest regarding their presentation within the Abstract Submission Form. This will allow the Abstracts committee to take potential conflicts of interest into account when assessing the submission. If deemed necessary, the conflict of interest declaration will be included in the published abstract, to ensure conference delegates are aware of potential objectivity issues of the presentation. A potential conflict of interest may arise from a variety of relationships including employment, consultancy, investments, funding for research, family relationships and so on.

LIME Connection Abstracts Committee

· Mr Shaun Ewen, University of Melbourne

· Dr Jane Macleod, Griffith University

· Dr David Paul, University of Western Australia

· Ms Suzanne Pitama, University of Otago

· Associate Professor Papaarangi Reid, University of Auckland

Please note:

If you have not received notification of your abstract results by 24 June 2011, please contact Caitlin Ryan, LIME Project Officer, via lime-network@unimelb.edu.au or +61 3 8344 0828.
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